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INTRODUCTION

Among companion animals, dogs are unmatched in their devotion, loyalty and friendship 

to humankind. Anyone who has ever loved a dog can attest to its hundred-fold return. 

The excitement your dog shows when you come home, the wagging tail at the sound of 

the leash being taken from its hook, the delight in the tossing of a tennis ball, and the head 

nestled in your lap-those are only some of the rewards of being a dog owner.

Owning a dog is not just a right, it is a responsibility. These animals depend on us for, at 

minimum, food and shelter, and deserve much more. If you are considering taking a dog 

into your life, you need to think seriously about the commitment that dog ownership 

entails. If you already have a dog, you need to consider if you are fulfilling all your 

obligations as its owner.

The AKC is committed to helping dog owners raise happy, healthy dogs. The list below is 

certainly not exhaustive, but it contains some of the essential ways you can be the best 

dog owner you can be.



chapter  one 
THINK FIRST
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Dog ownership is not something to be entered into lightly. Owning a dog is a long-

terP ePotional and financial coPPitPent. %efore deciding that a certain dog is 

right for you, you Pust PaNe an honest assessPent as to Zhether your hoPe is 

right for any dog.

EVALUATE YOUR LIFESTYLE

If you get a dog, he Zill EecoPe a Sart of your life. <ou need to PaNe sure that 

heès suited for your lifestyle. )or e[aPSle, if you are athletic, you Zill SroEaEly not 

Ee haSSy Zith a dog that has a loZ energy level. If you are e[trePely neat, you 

Zill SroEaEly Zant a dog that doesnèt shed Puch. $ll asSects of your faPilyès life � 

hoEEies, activities, Sersonalities, and schedules � should Ee evaluated Eefore you 

get a dog.

MAKE A LIST

%ased on your evaluation, deterPine Zhat Tualities you Zant in a dog. &onsider 

si]e, energy level, grooPing needs, trainaEility and tePSeraPent. 'o you Zant a 

guard dog or a laS dog" Is it iPSortant that your dog get along Zith children" If you 

rent your hoPe, are there restrictions on height, Zeight or Ereed" $nsZer these 

Tuestions noZ � once you Ering a dog hoPe, it can Ee heartEreaNing to reali]e that 

you Pade the Zrong choice.

THINK FIRST 
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THINK FIRST 

CHOOSE A BREED

2nce you have Pade your list of ideal characteristics, do soPe research to find Zhich 

Ereeds fit that Srofile. *o to your local liErary, attend a dog shoZ, and visit the $.& 

ZeEsite. 1arroZ your choices to the Ereed that seePs right for you.

1. Get a Referral
<ou have a Puch Eetter chance of Eeing satisfied if you get your dog froP a 

resSonsiEle, ethical Ereeder Zhose SriPary concern is to Sroduce dogs of high 

Tuality, good health and staEle tePSeraPent. 7he $.& has a %reeder 5eferral 

contact for each recogni]ed Ereed. 7hese individuals can Sut you in contact Zith 

Ereeders or rescue organi]ations in your area.

2. Make Contact
*et in touch Zith the Ereed contacts in your area. /et theP NnoZ that you are 

interested in their Ereed. %e aEle to dePonstrate that you have Sut thought into your 

choice. 'onèt Ee discouraged if the first Ereeder you talN to does not have SuSSies 

availaEle right aZay. 7hat Serson Pay NnoZ another Ereeder in the region.

3. Ask Questions
$sN the Ereeder any Tuestions you can thinN of aEout the Ereed. :hen you find 

a Ereeder youère coPfortaEle Zith, asN to visit the Nennel and vieZ the dogs on 

the Ereederès SrePises. InTuire aEout health SroElePs of the Ereed, and Zhat can 

Ee done to Srevent or control theP. )ind out Zhat Ninds of activities, including 

coPSetition, the Ereederès dogs SarticiSate in and enMoy. 7he Ereederès dogs are a 

SrevieZ of Zhat your dog Zill Ee.
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THINK FIRST 

CHOOSE A BREED

4. Consider an Older Dog
3uSSies arenèt for everyone. If an older dog Eetter fits your lifestyle, checN the $.& 

ZeEsite to find a Ereed 3arent &luE and�or Ereed rescue. 7hese organi]ations rescue 

SureEred dogs that have Eeen lost, aEandoned or surrendered due to the death or illness 

of their oZners. 0ost rescue dogs have Eeen sSayed or neutered and are screened for 

health and tePSeraPent SroElePs. 5escue is a not only a great source for SureEred dogs, 

itès also a Zay to save the life of a dog in need.

5. Expect Questions
$ resSonsiEle Ereeder or rescue contact Zill asN you e[tensive Tuestions aEout the tySe 

of hoPe you can offer a dog. 7hese SeoSle are as coPPitted as you are to PaNing the 

right Patch EetZeen you and a dog. *ive honest ansZers to their Tuestions. 5ePePEer 

that, due to their e[Serience in the Ereed, they NnoZ Zhat issues are iPSortant in Slacing 

one of their dogs.

6. Prepare to Wait
$vailaEility varies. %e aZare that a SuSSy or dog of the Ereed youève decided on Pay not 

Ee easy to find. 5esSonsiEle Ereeders do not Ereed often, and Pany tiPes the SuSSies 

of a Slanned Ereeding are already sSoNen for. -ust rePePEer that a good dog is Zorth 

Zaiting for.
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THINK FIRST 

CHOOSE A BREED

7. Skip the Holidays
0any SeoSle try to Euy SuSSies as &hristPas gifts for children or other faPily PePEers. 

0ost Ereeders do not recoPPend this. <ou should Ee SreSared to give a neZ SuSSy your 

undivided attention, and that is rarely SossiEle during the Eusy holiday season. $ Eetter 

idea is to give dog�related gifts � toys, leashes, grooPing tools � and then Ering your SuSSy 

hoPe Zhen all the e[citePent has died doZn.



chapter  two 
MAKE A 

COMMITMENT 
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make a 

COMMITMENT 

PICK YOUR PET

:hen the tiPe has coPe to select your Set, consider your oStions carefully. 5esSect your 

Ereederès inSut aEout Zhich SuSSy is right for you. If you are rescuing an older dog, asN 

your contact Serson for inforPation on its health, tePSeraPent, Eehavior and history. 

GET IT IN WRITING

InforPation aEout the sale or adoStion should Ee in Zriting. 7he contract should include, 

for e[aPSle, details regarding any fees, sSay�neuter agreePents, health guarantees, 

terPs of co�oZnershiS, restrictions on Ereeding, and living arrangePents. It should also 

include instructions on Zhat to do if the dog, desSite your Eest efforts, siPSly doesnèt 

ZorN out for you or your faPily. 0ost resSonsiEle Ereeders Zill insist that the dog Ee 

returned to theP. 
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GET YOUR PAPERS

*et your $.& registration aSSlication froP the Ereeder Zhen you Surchase the SuSSy. 

0aNe sure the Ereeder coPSletes the aSSroSriate sections of the forP and signs it. 7he 

Ereeder can also helS you fill out your section correctly. 

REGISTER YOUR DOG

6end the coPSleted, signed registration aSSlication to the $.&. <our dog Zill then 

EecoPe Sart of the nationès largest registry of SureEred dogs and as Zell as Eeing eligiEle 

for a variety of coPSetitive events and can also activate the &oPSliPentary ���'ay 7rial 

of $.& 3et Insurance. If you rescue a dog, consider aSSlying for a 3ureEred $lternative 

/isting�Indefinite /isting 3rivilege �3$/�I/3� nuPEer. 7his nuPEer Zill alloZ your dog to 

SarticiSate in soPe coPSanion events.

make a 

COMMITMENT 
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GET READY
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GET READY

PREPARE YOURSELF

*et ready for your neZ friend Eefore you Ering hiP hoPe, to PaNe sure the transition 

Zill Ee as sPooth as SossiEle. %uy food, treats, a collar and leash, toys, grooPing tools and 

other necessities in advance so your dog or SuSSy Zill have everything he needs. 

MAKE A SCHEDULE

<ou and your faPily PePEers should decide Zho Zill Ee resSonsiEle for food, Zater, 

ZalNing, e[ercise, clean�uS and grooPing. 3ost a schedule of tasNs in a visiEle area of the 

house to rePind everyone of their resSonsiEilities.

DOG-PROOF YOUR HOME

3reSare your hoPe Eefore your neZ dog arrives. 0ove EreaNaEles or êcheZaElesë to 

higher ground. 0aNe electrical cords inaccessiEle to curious SaZs and noses. %locN off 

any area of the house that you Zant off�liPits to the dog. 3ut the lid doZn on your toilet 

and your shoes uS in your closet. %locN access to any house or garden Slants that Pay Ee 

to[ic to dogs. 

SET A CONTAINMENT POLICY

It is essential that you have a secure Pethod of NeeSing your dog on your SroSerty. &hecN 

your fence for sSots vulneraEle to cheZing or digging. If your yard is not fenced, consider 

a large dog run or invisiEle fencing. If your SroSerty is not fenced in soPe Zay, ePShasi]e 

to faPily PePEers that the dog Pust Ee leashed at all tiPes Zhen taNen outdoors. 
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GET READY

GET A COLLAR

<our dog should Zear a ćat leather or nylon collar Zith a EucNle at all tiPes, e[ceSt Zhen 

in a crate. �7he EucNle can catch on the crate and cause inMury.� 7he collar should Ee tight 

enough that it Zill not slide over the dogès ears, Eut loose enough that you can fit tZo 

fingers EetZeen the collar and the dogès necN. &hecN the fit of the collar often, esSecially 

if you have a fast�groZing SuSSy. 

MAKE A BED

(very dog needs a Tuiet Slace to call his oZn. &reate a coPfortaEle area, Zhether a crate, 

a Pat or a Sile of ElanNets, for your dog to go to Zhen he needs rest or Srivacy. 

BUY SOME TOYS

3rovide your dog Zith a variety of toys to Srevent hiP froP Slaying Zith your socNs and 

shoes, your Porning SaSer, or your childès favorite doll. *et soPe toys that you and your 

dog can Slay Zith together, such as Ealls and Slush toys, and soPe things to NeeS hiP Eusy 

Zhen heès alone, such as cheZies or roSe Eones. 1ever leave your dog unattended Zith 

any toy that has sPall, detachaEle Sarts. 

FIND A VETERINARIAN

<ou should choose a veterinarian for your dog as soon as SossiEle. +ave your dog 

e[aPined Ey the vet Zithin a feZ days of his arrival. *ive your vet coSies of the dogès 

health records, and set uS a vaccination and checN�uS schedule.



chapter  four 
BRING YOUR 
DOG HOME
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bring your dog

HOME

$t last� <ouève Pade all the SreSarations, and itès finally tiPe to Ering your neZ friend 

hoPe. *ive hiP the Eest ZelcoPe SossiEle. :ith love, Satience and Putual resSect, he 

Zill feel liNe Sart of the faPily in no tiPe. 

LET YOUR DOG ADJUST

*ive the dog tiPe to adMust to his neZ hoPe. 7he dog is Eound to feel insecure and 

frightened Ey a change in environPent, and a SuS Pay Ee hoPesicN for his Pother or 

litterPates. 6hoZ hiP to his crate or Eed, and Zhere to find food and Zater. 7hen leave 

hiP alone to e[Slore the neZ surroundings. 

NAME YOUR DOG

<our dog Zill need a good naPe. <our Ereeder Pay have suggestions or even 

reTuirePents for his $.&�registered naPe, Eut his call or inforPal naPe is uS to you. 

2lder adoSted dogs can adMust TuicNly to a neZ naPe. 

MAKE INTRODUCTIONS

Introduce your dog to your household sloZly. 0any Sairs of hands Setting hiP at once 

Pay overZhelP hiP. /ater, introduce hiP to neighEors, regular visitors and other faPily 

PePEers. *ive your dog a sense of Zho your � and your dogès � friends are. 
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bring your dog

HOME

INTRODUCE OTHER PETS

2ther coPSanion aniPals in your hoPe should also Ee SroSerly introduced to your neZ 

dog or SuSSy. 'onèt e[Sect theP to get along right aZay, and donèt try to force theP to 

Slay together. *ive theP tiPe to adMust to one another. 

HOUSETRAIN

:hichever Pethod of housetraining you have chosen � crate training, SaSer training or 

litter Eo[ � PaNe sure that all PePEers of the faPily enforce it consistently. $ccidents 

haSSen, so have a Srocedure for clean�uS. 

SET HOUSE RULES

7each your dog froP the Eeginning Zhat is and is not aSSroSriate Eehavior. If soPething 

is ê2.ë today, your SuSSy Zill 

thinN itès 2. forever. 0aNe 

sure that every PePEer of 

the faPily enforces the house 

rules. &onsistency is the Ney 

to having a well-behaved pet.



chapter  f ive 
KEEP YOUR DOG 

HEALTHY
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keep your dog 

HEALTHY

GO TO THE VETERINARIAN

6et uS a schedule for regular checN�uSs Zith your veterinarian. $sN the vet Tuestions 

aEout your dogès diet, Eehavior, activity level or other concerns. &ontact the veterinarian 

at once if your dog seePs ill or in Sain. $s a sSecial registration Eenefit, the $.& has 

arranged a &oPSliPentary ���'ay 7rial of $.& 3et Insurance for neZly registered 

SuSSies. 'etails aEout this sSecial coPSliPentary Eenefit Zill Ee sent to you shortly after 

registration.

FEED A GOOD DIET

:orN Zith your veterinarian or Ereeder to find the food that is Eest for your dogès age, 

si]e and activity level. .eeS the diet consistent. $lZays Srovide Slenty of fresh, clean 

water. 

EXERCISE

'ogs need regular e[ercise to ensure continuing good health. 7aNe your dog for ZalNs, 

run around in the yard, throZ a Eall around � anything to get hiP uS and Poving. 7his Zill 

Eenefit his health and could Srevent Eehavior SroElePs. 

VACCINATE

'ogs should folloZ a strict schedule of vaccinations to Srevent diseases. .eeS your dog 

current on his vaccinations, folloZing the schedule recoPPended Ey your veterinarian. 

.eeS a coSy of your dogès vaccination records handy. 
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keep your dog 

HEALTHY

PREVENT DISEASE

<ou can taNe steSs to Srevent other diseases not covered Ey the regular series of 

vaccinations. 'eSending on the area of the country you live in, your dog could Ee at risN 

for diseases such as heartZorP and /yPe disease. $sN your veterinarian for advice on 

prevention.

REPEL FLEAS AND TICKS

$side froP discoPfort, Sarasites such as ćeas and ticNs can cause serious diseases. 

.eeS your dog, his Eedding, and your hoPe free froP Sarasites Ey using the Pethod 

recoPPended Ey your veterinarian. 

KNOW YOUR DOG’S PATTERNS

<ou should EecoPe faPiliar Zith your dogès Satterns in terPs of eating, drinNing, sleeSing 

and relieving hiPself. $ny PaMor variations in these Satterns could indicate illness and 

should Ee reSorted to your veterinarian. 

PROVIDE CHEW TOYS

'ogs never outgroZ the need to cheZ. 3rotect your Sossessions Ey Sroviding a variety of 

cheZ toys to satisfy your dogès urges. 
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keep your dog 

HEALTHY

BATHE YOUR DOG

$ clean dog is a healthy dog. %athe your dog on a regular Easis aSSroSriate to his Ereed 

and environPent. 2verEathing can Ee harPful to a dogès sNin. 8se a good shaPSoo 

and Ee sure to rinse Zell. If Eathing your dog is Pore than you can handle, taNe hiP to a 

grooPer or veterinarian for helS. 

GROOM YOUR DOG

$ll dogs should Ee grooPed regularly for health and Eest aSSearance. 6oPe short�coated 

Ereeds need Must a TuicN Erushing every ZeeN, Zhile soPe longer�coated Ereeds need 

daily Erushing to Srevent Patting and to reduce shedding. If your dog reTuires cliSSing or 

sculSting, you Pay Zant to consult a Srofessional grooPer. 

CLIP THOSE NAILS

.eeSing your dogès nails short Zill NeeS hiP coPfortaEle, Srevent inMury to his feet, 

and Pay save the surface of your ćoors. If you can hear your dogès nails clicN on a hard 

surface, they need to Ee triPPed. $sN your veterinarian for advice on cliSSing your dogès 

nails yourself. 

CLEAN THOSE TEETH

7o Srevent tooth decay and guP disease, clean your dogès teeth regularly. 0ost dogs Zill 

acceSt a êtoothErushë if introduced to it sloZly and gently. <ou can also give your dog 

Sroducts such as hard Eiscuits, roSe Eones and nylon cheZs to NeeS his teeth clean. 
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keep your dog 

HEALTHY

PREVENT OBESITY

.eeS your dog healthy Ey Paintaining hiP at an aSSroSriate Zeight. )eed hiP a Zell�

Ealanced diet and give hiP Slenty of e[ercise. 'onèt give in to Eegging � êSeoSle foodë is 

generally Ead for dogs. 

KNOW YOUR BREED’S HEALTH RISKS

<ou should Ee aZare of coPPon health SroElePs in your Ereed, hoZ to Srevent theP, 

and hoZ to recogni]e their onset. )or e[aPSle, soPe giant Ereeds are Srone to Eloat, 

Zhile soPe short�faced Ereeds are Srone to resSiratory SroElePs. $sN your Ereeder or 

veterinarian for inforPation aEout any signs or syPStoPs you should Zatch for in your 

pet. 

PROTECT FROM POISONS

0aNe sure that your hoPe and yard are free froP Soisonous suEstances, such as 

antifree]e, Zhich tastes good Eut can cause serious illness or even death. .eeS your 

veterinarianès nuPEer handy in case of accidental ingestion.

BE ALERT TO CHANGING NEEDS

$s your dog ages, his needs Zill change. +e Pay reTuire a different diet, need Pore 

sleeS, and Ee less active. 'o Zhat you can to NeeS hiP coPfortaEle. <our dog Pay not 

Ee as êfunë as he once Zas, Eut he is the saPe dog you loved as a SuSSy. <ou should do 

everything you can to SaPSer hiP in his final years. 
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keep your dog 

HEALTHY

PROTECT FROM POISONS

0aNe sure that your hoPe and yard are free froP Soisonous suEstances, such as 

antifree]e, Zhich tastes good Eut can cause serious illness or even death. .eeS your 

veterinarianès nuPEer handy in case of accidental ingestion.

BE ALERT TO CHANGING NEEDS

$s your dog ages, his needs Zill change. +e Pay reTuire a different diet, need Pore 

sleeS, and Ee less active. 'o Zhat you can to NeeS hiP coPfortaEle. <our dog Pay not 

Ee as êfunë as he once Zas, Eut he is the saPe dog you loved as a SuSSy. <ou should do 

everything you can to SaPSer hiP in his final years. 

END SUFFERING

If, due to illness or old age, your dog reaches a Soint Zhere his Tuality of life is severely 

coPSroPised, arrange to end his life huPanely. /etting go is soPetiPes the Nindest thing 

you can do. 'onèt Srolong the suffering Eecause you fear the Sain of losing your dog.
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KEEP YOUR DOG 

SAFE
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I.D. YOUR DOG

<our dog should Zear an 

identification tag Zith your 

naPe, address and Shone 

nuPEer at all tiPes. 7his Zill 

increase the chances of your dog 

Eeing returned to you if he is lost 

or runs aZay. 

CONSIDER 
MICROCHIPS OR 
TATTOOS

0icrochiSs and tattoos are 

Pethods of SerPanently 

identifying your dog, and can Ee invaluaEle in recovering your dog should he EecoPe 

lost. <ou Pay Zish to enroll your dog in $.&ès affiliate, the $.& 5eunite service, Zhich 

is the nationès largest dataEase of PicrochiSSed Sets. 

WATCH THE HEAT

'ogs can succuPE to heat stress in a Patter of Pinutes. 'o not leave your dog in 

an unventilated vehicle Zhen the tePSerature is high. :hen your dog is outside, he 

should have a shady Slace to lay doZn and Slenty of fresh, cool Zater. 

keep your dog

SAFE 
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keep your dog

SAFE 

PROVIDE SHELTER

<our dog needs a sheltered area for the tiPe he sSends outside. 7he shelter should 

Srovide shade in suPPer and ZarPth in Zinter. 

TRAVEL SAFELY

.eeS your dog safe in the car Ey using a crate, or Ey attaching the dog to a seat Eelt 

Zith a harness. 1ever let your dog ride free in the EacN of a SicNuS trucN, or alloZ hiP 

to hang his head out of the car ZindoZ. 

FIND A PET-SITTER OR BOARDING KENNEL

0aNe arrangePents for your dogès care Zhen you go aZay. +ave a friend or reliaEle 

Set�sitter coPe over to tend to the dog, or find a good Nennel for Eoarding. If you oSt 

for Eoarding, try to insSect the facilities Eefore you droS your dog off. 
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keep your dog

SAFE 

PREPARE FOR DISASTER

%e SreSared to care for your dog in the event of a disaster such as fire, ćood, 

hurricane or earthTuaNe. 0aNe an ePergency Nit Zith clean Zater, food, and first aid 

eTuiSPent. )ind out in advance if the evacuation shelters in your area alloZ aniPals. If 

not, develoS alternatives. 

ESTABLISH AN EMERGENCY CONTACT

(nlist a faPily PePEer or friend to taNe care of your dog in the event of a sudden 

illness, hosSitali]ation or other ePergency. 7his Serson should ideally Ee soPeone 

your dog has sSent soPe tiPe Zith and is coPfortaEle Zith. /eave a list of general 

care instructions in a safe Slace. 

MAKE A WILL

<ou should PaNe arrangePents for the safety and care of your Set in the event of your 

death. 'onèt assuPe that a faPily PePEer Zill steS in to taNe care of the dog. 

TAKE PICTURES

2f course, you Zill Zant a Sicture of your dog to grace your desN or to send as a 

&hristPas card. 0ore iPSortantly, a current Shoto Zill Ee invaluaEle in the event that 

your dog is lost.



chapter  seven 
BE A FRIEND
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be a 

FRIEND

PLAY!

'ogs, of course, love to Slay. 6et aside tiPe each day for Slay sessions. $Sart froP 

the oEvious Eenefit of having fun together, Slay also Srovides an outlet for your dogès 

energy.

 

GO ON WALKS

7aNe your dog on freTuent ZalNs. +e Zill enMoy e[Sloring the neighEorhood and Zill 

Eenefit froP the e[ercise. 0aNe sure that you have a good strong leash and that you 

Paintain control of the dog at all tiPes. 

TALK TO YOUR DOG

<our dog Zonèt understand your Zords, Eut he Zill enMoy the sound of your voice. 

7alNing to your dog Zill PaNe hiP feel involved. <ou can also use different voice levels to 

Sraise or correct your dogès Eehavior. 

GIVE TREATS

<our dog Zill alZays aSSreciate a treat, and treats can Ee used as a suSSlePent to his 

regular diet, as Zell as an e[cellent training aid. 

SWITCH OUT TOYS

.eeS your dog entertained Ey rotating his toys. 3ut êoldë toys out of sight for a Ponth 

or tZo and then Ering theP out again � your dog Zill enMoy theP Must as Puch as Zhen 

they were new. 
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be a 

FRIEND

GIVE YOUR TIME

<ou are the center of your dogès Zorld. <ou Pay Ee tired after a long day at ZorN, Eut 

your dog has sSent the day an[iously aZaiting your return. 5eZard that loyalty Zith 

your tiPe. 3et hiP, talN to hiP, Slay Zith hiP, laugh Zith hiP. /et your dog NnoZ you 

value his coPSany. 

FIND THE “SPOT”

6cratch your dogès Eelly often. If you find the êsSot,ë so Puch the Eetter. 



American Kennel Club E-Book - 31

be a 

FRIEND

LEAVE THE RADIO ON

7ry leaving the radio or television on Zhen you leave your dog alone. 7he noise Zill 

NeeS hiP coPSany. 

PLAN ACTIVITIES WITH YOUR DOG

Include your dog in faPily activities. 7aNe hiP to the SarN or on outings to the Eeach, or 

to sSecial activities such as the ê'og 2lyPSicsë or dog Sarades. <our dog Zill love Eeing 

out and aEout Zith you. 

GIVE A MASSAGE

'ogs love to Ee Setted, and recent studies have shoZn that structured Passages Pay 

Ee Eeneficial to your dogès health and Eehavior. 7hey Pay also Ee very rela[ing for you� 

MAKE THAT TAIL WAG

<our dogès tail is a EaroPeter of his ePotions. 'o Zhat you can to NeeS it haSSily 

wagging. 
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be a 

FRIEND

GO ON TRIPS

'ogs can add another elePent of fun to a faPily vacation. &hecN ahead for lodging that 

acceSts dogs. If ćying, asN aEout travel accoPPodations for your dog Zhen you PaNe 

your reservations. 

EASE SEPARATION ANXIETY

<our dog Zill Zant to Ee Zith you at all tiPes, Eut for Post SeoSle that siPSly isnèt 

SossiEle. +elS your dog get used to Eeing alone. /eave hiP each day Zith a PiniPuP of 

fuss. :hen you coPe hoPe, greet hiP calPly. 7his Zill teach hiP that your leaving is not 

soPething to Ee concerned aEout. 

GET ANOTHER ONE!

'ogs are SacN aniPals Ey nature and generally enMoy the coPSany of other dogs. <our 

dog Pay Eenefit greatly froP having a coPSanion to Slay Zith. %e as conscientious 

aEout getting a second dog as you Zere aEout getting the first� PultiSle dog oZnershiS 

isnèt for everyone, and soPe dogs do Eetter as an êonly.ë 

DON’T LET YOUR DOG DOWN

<ou arenèt a dog oZner Must at &hristPas, or on the ZeeNends, or in the afternoon, or 

Zhen you have sSare tiPe. <ou arenèt a dog oZner Must Zhen the dog is Eehaving, or 

Zhen heès a cute fu]]y SuSSy, or Zhen heès Zinning aZards. :hen you Ering a dog into 

your faPily, that dog is yours for life. If you canèt NeeS that coPPitPent, donèt PaNe it. 

$nd once youève Pade it, donèt EreaN it. <our dogès life deSends on you.



chapter  e ight 
TRAIN YOUR DOG
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TRAIN YOUR DOG 

TEACH BASIC COMMANDS

7each your dog Easic coPPands such as sit, stay, coPe and doZn. 7raining your dog Zill 

not only PaNe your life easier, Eut Zill also fulfill your dogès desire to learn and Slease 

you. 

SOCIALIZE YOUR DOG

([Sose your dog to different SeoSle and settings regularly. 7aNe hiP to the SarN, to 

the Set store, on a ZalN through toZn. 3raise hiP for acceSting Setting froP friendly 

strangers, and for Eehaving calPly around other dogs. 7he Pore your dog learns of the 

Zorld, the Pore coPfortaEle he Zill Ee in it.

GO TO CLASS

2Eedience classes can Ee a great e[Serience for you and your dog. <ou Pay even 

discover that your dog has a great talent for learning, and Ee aEle to coPSete in 

oEedience, agility or tracNing events. 
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TRAIN YOUR DOG 

PREVENT NUISANCE BARKING

'onèt let your dogès incessant EarNing annoy your neighEors. 7each your dog not to 

EarN Zithout real Srovocation. If your dogès EarNing is causing a SroElePs Zhile youère 

aZay froP hoPe, there are several training oStions availaEle, consult your veterinarian.

PRAISE YOUR DOG

%ecause your dog loves you, he Zants to Slease you. 3raise hiP lavishly for oEeying 

coPPands and Eehaving Zell. 8sing Sositive, rather than negative, reinforcePent Zill 

helS your dog enMoy learning. 

SUPERVISE PLAY WITH CHILDREN

&hildren and dogs can Ee great coPSanions, Eut they also reTuire suServision Zhen 

Slaying together. <our dog Pay Ee êgood Zith Nids,ë Eut Zhat if he encounters a Nid that 

is not good Zith dogs" 9ery sPall children should never Ee left alone Zith a dog, no 

matter how stable his temperament. 

GIVE YOUR DOG A JOB

.eeS your dog active and alert Ey giving hiP tasNs to do. 7each hiP to fetch the SaSer, 

carry groceries in a SacN or ePSty the dryer. 0aNe hiP sit Eefore getting a treat or lay 

doZn Eefore going outside. *iving your dog a sense of SurSose and accoPSlishPent 

Zill increase his sense of Zell�Eeing.



chapter  nine 
BREED 

RESPONSIBLY
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BREED TO IMPROVE

%reeding should SriParily Ee done for the advancePent of the Ereed. If you are thinNing aEout 

Ereeding your dog, consult your Ereeder for advice. &onsider all the conseTuences�and e[Senses�

of Ereeding a litter Eefore you do so. &onsult $.& SuElications for Pore inforPation as Zell. 

FIND A MENTOR

If you Slan to Ereed or shoZ your dog, you Zill Zant to find a NnoZledgeaEle Serson in 

the Ereed to shoZ you the roSes. $ Pentor can Ee an invaluaEle source of e[Serience and 

inforPation, and can helS PaNe your ênoviceë days Puch easier. 

SPAY OR NEUTER

6Saying�1eutering are PaMor surgeries and the decision to sSay or neuter a dog should Ee Pade 

Ey the dogès oZner in conMunction Zith their veterinarian. 5ecent scientific studies dePonstrate 

that sSaying�neutering, Sarticularly Eefore a dog is fully Pature, Pay result in detriPental longterP 

health iPSacts. In light of this inforPation, $.& encourages Ereeders, oZners and veterinarians to 

consult on the aSSroSriateness and tiPing of sSaying or neutering an individual dog.

CONTAIN FEMALES IN HEAT

If your fePale dog goes into heat, or season, PaNe sure to NeeS her SroSerly secured. 

0ales can sense a fePale in heat uS to five Piles aZay. 

PERFORM GENETIC SCREENING

If you Slan to Ereed your dog, it is very iPSortant to test for genetic disorders. :hile it is 

iPSossiEle to eliPinate all genetic disorders, SerforP all availaEle tests recoPPended Ey 

the 3arent &luE.

breed

RESPONSIBLY 
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GET INVOLVED 
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GET INVOLVED 

JOIN AN AKC CLUB

<our local $.& dog cluE is a great resource. 0any cluEs offer educational sePinars 

and health clinics. Itès also a good Slace to start if you Slan to coPSete in coPSetitive 

events Zith your dog.

EARN AN AKC TITLE

([Slore the sSort of dogs Ey SarticiSating in $.& events. 7he $.& offers titles for 

accoPSlishPent in a Zide variety of coPSetition tySes and levels. )ind an event thatès 

right for your dog, and have fun. 

ENCOURAGE BREED BEHAVIOR

$ll SureEred dogs Zere develoSed Zith a SurSose in Pind. )ind activities that Zill 

encourage your dog to fulfill her Ereedès SurSose. 7he $.& offers Pany SerforPance 

events geared toZard sSecific Ereeds. 

INVOLVE THE KIDS

<our children can have fun and learn Pore aEout dogs and dog care Ey SarticiSating 

in $.& -unior 6hoZPanshiS events. 7hrough the 1ational -unior 2rgani]ation, your 

child can coPSete in conforPation and SerforPance events, attend sePinars, and 

earn scholarshiSs. 



chapter  e leven 
BE A CANINE  

AMBASSADOR
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SET A GOOD EXAMPLE

$s a dog oZner, you are resSonsiEle not only for your oZn dogès Zell Eeing, Eut for 

the status of dogs everyZhere. 2ne irresSonsiEle dog oZner in toZn can PaNe life 

difficult for dog oZners all over. 2Zning a friendly, clean, Zell�Pannered dog rećects 

Sositively on the sSecies and Pay helS Srotect our rights to oZn coPSanion aniPals. 

RESPECT YOUR NEIGHBORS

1ot everyone Zill love your dog as Puch as you do. .eeS your dog on your SroSerty. 

'onèt force your dogès coPSany on a neighEor Zho isnèt coPfortaEle Zith dogs. 

DON’T LEAVE LEAVINGS

$lZays carry a Slastic Eaggie or tZo Zith you Zhen you ZalN your dog to SicN uS any 

Zaste it leaves Eehind, then disSose of the Zaste SroSerly. )ailure to clean uS after 

your dog is disresSectful to your neighEors. 

RESPECT LOCAL LAWS

+eed the laZs regarding dog oZnershiS in your city or county. 7hese Pay include 

registration, leash laZs and nuisance EarNing laZs. )ailure to oEey the laZs in your 

area Pay not only result in the loss of your dogs, Eut Pay also infringe uSon the rights 

of others in your area. 

be a 

CANINE AMBASSADOR 
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FIGHT ANTI-DOG LEGISLATION

%e aZare of any legislation develoSing in your city or state that Pay coPSroPise the 

rights of resSonsiEle dog oZners. %ecoPe an active voice against legislation directed 

against sSecific Ereeds. )or Pore inforPation, contact the *overnPent 5elations and 

3uElic (ducation deSartPents at the $.&. 

LET YOUR DOG HELP OTHERS

'ogs are invaluaEle in Sroviding service to huPans � visiting the sicN, helSing the 

disaEled, locating Pissing Sersons, and Puch Pore. If your dog is of the correct 

tePSeraPent, you and he can reaS the reZards of helSing others. 

GET A CANINE GOOD CITIZEN® CERTIFICATE

<our dog can EecoPe an $Perican .ennel &luE &anine *ood &iti]en Ey Sassing a 

test designed to dePonstrate good Panners and acceStaEle Eehavior in everyday 

situations. 7he &*& SrograP has EecoPe a standard for recogni]ing oEedient dogs 

and resSonsiEle dog oZners throughout the country. 

MOST OF ALL …

*ive your dog lots of love, tiPe, and affection and youèll Ee richly reZardedæheèll Ee 

haSSy to return the favor�

be a 

CANINE AMBASSADOR 



CONTACT THE AKC
For more information on how to be a 

responsible dog owner,

contact the American Kennel Club.
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E-Book - 44American Kennel Club

The AKC is a not-for-profit organization and the largest purebred dog registry in the world. 

We are the sports-governing body for over 22,000 dog events a year, including conformation 

(dog shows) and exciting sports like agility, obedience, rally, tracking, lure coursing, 

earthdog, herding trials, among others.

 

But the AKC is so much more. Here are just some of the ways we support and enrich the lives 

of dogs—purebreds and mixed-breeds alike—and their families.

 

AKC Humane Fund, suSSorts Ereed rescue activities, assists shelters that SerPit doPestic�

aEuse victiPs to Ering their Sets, and educates dog lovers aEout resSonsiEle dog oZnershiS.

Canine Good Citizen® SrograP � $ ���steS test that certifies dogs Zho have good Panners at 

hoPe and in their coPPunity. 2ver ���,��� dogs across the 8nited 6tates have EecoPe &anine 

*ood &iti]ens , and �� states have Sassed resolutions recogni]ing the SrograPès Perit and 

iPSortance.

AKC Reunite has Erought Pore than ���,��� lost Sets EacN together Zith their oZners.

7he AKC Canine Health Foundation, funds research SroMects and clinical studies. 6ince ���� the 

$.& has donated over ��� Pillion to the &+). �7he $.& is the only registry that incorSorates 

health�screening results into its SerPanent dog records.�

AKC conducts thousands of Nennel insSections annually to Ponitor care and conditions at 

Nennels across the country and ensure the integrity of the $.& registry.

:e offer the largest, Post coPSrehensive set of '1$ SrograPs for Sarentage verification and 

genetic identity to ensure reliaEle registration records.

$.& suSSorts one of the Zorldès largest collections of dog�related fine art and artifacts at the 

AKC Museum of the Dog, 

:e have the Zorldès largest dog library at $.& headTuarters in 1eZ <orN, Eoth of Zhich are 

oSen to the SuElic.


